
Brimpton Parish Update  
 

Friday 7 August 2020 

 
   

Parish Council 
 
As  I predicted in the last Update, the Parish Council did not meet in August so I have no 
business to report. The only item that had been tabled was the placing of a seat on the 
footpath between the Village Hall and the Church. This will be discussed at our next 
meeting which will take place on Tuesday 1 September.    
   

Road Closure 
 
West Berkshire Council has informed us that Wasing Road will be closed on 10 and 11 
August 2020, between its junction with Brimpton Lane and its junction with Station Road. 
This is to enable contractors to carry out sewer cleaning within the carriageway. 
Residential access will be maintained throughout and the diversion will be signed on site. 
All enquiries should be directed to: Lanes Group Plc on 07715 415 296 

 
Bus Service 

 
West Berkshire Council's Transport Team have advised us as follows: 
   

From the 1st September 2020 there will be some changes to the 41 and 44 services that 
are operated by West Berkshire Council Transport Services Team.  

The 41 1510 journey from Theale going via Englefield, Bradfield, Chapel Row and Upper 
Bucklebury will no longer terminate at Thatcham Broadway, instead it will terminate on 
Harts Hill Road in Thatcham.  

For the 44 service the following changes will apply  

⚫ The 0715 service from Aldermaston Wharf to Thatcham Broadway via Tadley, 
Baughurst, Brimpton will now begin at 0745 from Aldermaston Wharf. It will be 
integrated with the Kennet School run operated by West Berkshire Council and will 
arrive at Thatcham Broadway at 0826. Students for Kennet School should alight 
from the bus at stops on Station Road, Thatcham (at approx. 0820). The nearest 
stops are Victor Road and Oak Tree Road which are short walk along Station Road 
to Kennet School on Stoney Lane.  

⚫ The 1550 Thursdays only service from Beenham to Thatcham Broadway via 
Aldermaston, Tadley, Baughurst, Brimpton will no longer run from the 1 September 
2020.  

Revised timetables will be made available on West Berkshire Council’s website  

 
Wasing Medicine Festival 

 
I have been told by the organisers of the Wasing Medicine Festival they are hoping to go 
ahead with the festival planned for the end of August but with reduced capacity and with 
health and safety precautions in place. A final decision depends on Government rules and 
agreement from West Berkshire Council. If it goes ahead the numbers will be around 600 



people, socially distanced, with testing before people come in, hygiene precautions and full 
track and trace.    

   
Ride and Stride for Churches 

 
On Saturday 12 September St Peter's, Brimpton will be taking part in the annual Ride and 
Stride for Churches. The Church will be open to visitors on the day. Half the money raised 
through sponsorship goes directly to St Peter's, and the other half goes to Berkshire 
Historic Churches Trust. http://www.berkschurchestrust.org.uk/ride-and-stride-2/ 
BHCT raises funds to help with the cost of repairs to churches in Berkshire, and they have 
provided generous grants to Brimpton Church in the past.  
 

Most local churches will be open for the event, and of course there is lovely countryside 
between them.Please tell Patricia Brims (pcbrims@hotmail.com) if you would like to take 
part by walking or cycling to as many churches as possible. 
 

Two local  residents, Brenda Harding and Rhoda Nikolai, will be walking between the  
churches, so if you would like to sponsor them please either sign their sponsorship form or 
you can give directly to the Just Giving page 
https://www.justgiving.com/berkshirechurchestrust, and nominate St Peter’s, 
Brimpton to receive the funds. 
 

Solar Farm 
 
If you walk around the Solar Farm to the north of Wasing Road you will see that some 30% 
of the trees and a large amount of the hedging planted to disguise the site, have died. Last 
year the company responsible for operating the site had to replant the entire boundary line 
because almost every tree and bush from the first planting had died from neglect. 
 
Now it's happening again. In 2019 we pushed the company to disclose their maintenance 
plan for the new planting but they wouldn't do so. Perhaps I've become sceptical in my old 
age, but I suspect they couldn't share their maintenance plan because they didn't have 
one. Their aim appears to have been to replant, as they were obliged to do under the 
planning approval, and leave the new saplings and bushes to look after themselves. We 
might be aware new plants require watering or fast growing weeds pulled away to stop 
them being constricted but it appears the management company does not. It's all the more 
annoying to have to keep chasing a company who in their original application traded 
heavily on their green credentials. Brown credentials would have been more appropriate.  
 

Brimpton Recreation Ground 
 
Charles Brims, the Chairman of the trustees of the Brimpton Recreation Ground, has 
asked me to repeat his background note regarding the current market testing exercise. 
Although this has note been published before, some residents do not receive Update, and 
as the Parish magazine has not been published since March, they have been wondering 
what is happening. If you find that one of your neighbours is concerned about the future of 
the Recreation Ground please copy this note and advise them to contact Charles if they 
have any further enquiries. 
 
The trustees of the Brimpton Recreation Ground will soon be asking for your views on the 
future of the recreation ground.  
 

http://www.berkschurchestrust.org.uk/ride-and-stride-2/
mailto:pcbrims@hotmail.com
https://www.justgiving.com/berkshirechurchestrust


The ground was gifted to Brimpton in 1965 by the Sieff family. For many years it was the 
home ground for a Brimpton football team; and, in addition, it was rented to other football 
teams to spread the costs. Sadly, the local football team has folded and there is no 
prospect of it being revived. Under the terms of the Sieff gift, the ground can only be used 
for the benefit of the inhabitants of Brimpton, and therefore we cannot operate it as a 
purely commercial operation for visiting football teams. And, anyway, continued football at 
the ground would require new changing rooms which have been costed at £90,000; and, 
depending on the league of the teams, it might also require floodlights. The changing 
rooms would not be affordable for the charity; and the floodlights would not be desirable 
for the neighbours. 
 
Without football, the ground could be retained by the parish as a recreational area for 
walking dogs. But it is not well located (it isn’t even in the parish) and is not accessible by 
footpaths. Not surprisingly, the 2019 Parish Appraisal revealed that it was only used 
regularly by 4% of parishioners. What is more, without football, there is no income, and 
therefore no money for mowing or general maintenance. 
 
Against this background and under the terms of the Sieff gift, our options are: 
 

1. We could retain the ground as a rough field for the few parishioners who use it (and 
who would have to be responsible for its maintenance); 

2. We could sell the ground and use the proceeds to buy some land more centrally 
located and accessible for parishioners. An area adjacent to the village hall has 
been suggested; 

3. We could sell the ground and, if no suitable alternative ground is immediately 
available, invest and use the proceeds to support parish activities. 

 
The trustees have appointed agents to establish the value of the Recreation Ground by 
putting it on the market. If the agents can achieve a value that seems acceptable to the 
trustees, we will call a public meeting of parishioners to consider these options and, by 
majority vote, decide the best way forward. 
 
Until the public meeting and vote, no decisions will be made, but please think about what 
you would like to happen. In the meantime, please pass the message on to people who 
may not receive this email and, if you have questions or thoughts, please contact Charles 
Brims (cdbrims@brimpton.com). 
 

Finally 
 
Regarding the Recreation Ground, I have several times been asked if the Parish Council 
could buy the land or at least take over its maintenance. Even if we wished to do so, we do 
not have the funds to enable us to submit a realistic bid and there may be legal or financial 
regulations surrounding an attempt to purchase land which is not within the parish 
boundary. As regards maintenance, whether the land is owned by the current trust or by 
the Parish Council, the issues of use and upkeep would remain the same.  
 
The possible sale of the Recreation Ground is a matter between the trustees and the 
residents of the parish. As Charles says above, it is the parishioners who will decide by 
majority vote at a public meeting what action they want the trustees to take.   
 
John Hicks 
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