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Brimpton Parish Council 
 
4 December 2018 
 
To judge by the number of residents who present during the discussion, the main item at 

our meeting was a planning application from the Wasing Estate for the redevelopment of 
the buildings at Shalford Farm off Back Lane. This will comprise a wedding retail and 
showcase space, an estate farm shop, overnight accommodation, a bakery and 
cookery school, restaurant and yoga studio. Councillors and residents expressed 
concerns about noise, traffic, insufficient car parking, light pollution and potential 
flooding. We decided that whilst we were not opposed to redevelopment as such, 
this scheme was too large and we therefore informed WBC that we objected to the 
current application. 
  
Liz Masters, the Chair of the Parish Plan Steering Group reported that the recent survey had 
been completed by 63% of households in the parish. The group are currently analyzing the 
results and will hold an open evening in March to reveal the results.   
 
We considered the latest proposals in the WBC Local Plan Review. In particular we focused 
on proposals to review the existing settlement hierarchy, which effectively protects 
Brimpton from large scale development, and on the criteria by which settlement boundaries 
will be reviewed. Neither of these cause us any disquiet and we decided not to comment at 
this stage as we are waiting for the outcome of the recent parish survey regarding future 
development.   
 
We agreed the Parish Council Budget for 2019/20. As we have built up our reserves over 
recent years we have decided for the coming year to lower the amount paid by each 
household and collected through your Council Tax.     
 
8 January 2019 
 
In January we began with a minute’s silence in memory of Dennis Cowdery who died shortly 
after our previous meeting. Dennis was for many years a parish councillor and at various 
times was also Chairman and Clerk. As we are within a few months of the local elections, we 
have decided to leave Dennis’ seat vacant for the time being.  
 
We resolved to object to the application for permission in principle to build up to nine 
houses at Hillcourt Lodge, Brimpton Road. This was on the grounds that the site is outside of 
the settlement boundary; is a land locked site with access through one gateway; and would 
be unacceptable over development.  

 

We discussed a grant application received from the Parochial Church Council for £450 
towards work on the old yew tree overhanging the public footpath adjacent to St Peter's. 
The request was supported by the Parish Council by a majority vote. 

 

A grant application was also received from the PCC for £2,000 towards grass cutting in the 
churchyard in 2019/2020. In discussion it was suggested that the costs could be reduced by 
using volunteers either in the village or via the ‘community payback scheme’ but this would 
involve co-ordination which no one is willing to undertake. It was eventually agreed that 
£1000 would be paid towards this application in April 2019. Later in the financial year the 
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PCC could request further funds if needed and the Council would then consider the request 
again taking into account funds left in the grants budget.  

 

A resident has raised a concern about the crossing at the Grundon site close to the canal and 
railway bridge on Brimpton Road. The company have an obligation to repair the road to its 
original condition when work has completed but it is unclear whether the site is still 
operational or not. We will raise the concern with WBC enforcement team. 
 
Over the Christmas period there has been an increase in overweight lorries going through 
the village. Any sighting should be reported to WBC Trading Standards. If you see an HGV 
please note the registration number (and as many other details as you can) and report it to 
tsadvice@westberks.gov.uk.  
 
The Parish Council meets again on Tuesday 5 February, starting at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 
John Hicks 
Chairman, Brimpton Parish Council 
 
john.russet@sky.com 
www.brimptonparish.org.uk 
www.facebook.com/brimpton-parish-council 
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