
Brimpton Parish Council 
 
 
At its June meeting the Parish Council considered the draft Parish Plan prepared by the 
Steering Group. Using the recommendations in the Plan, we concentrated on drawing up an 
Action List which will be used to inform discussions with West Berkshire Council. We 
anticipate the key areas for action will be speeding vehicles, mobile and broadband 
communications, the countryside, sensitive development and local facilities. These are drawn 
from 35 recommendations from the Steering Group which reflect the issues highlighted in the 
parish survey undertaken last year. In due course a copy of the Plan will be distributed to 
every house in the parish.  

As the process of drafting the new Parish Plan comes to an end I would like to thank the nine 
residents who a year ago volunteered to undertake the parish survey and to draw together the 
report based on how people responded. So, many thanks to: Catherine Bamforth, Paddy 
Bowring, James Cohen, Mandy Collings, John Dolphin, Catherine Hartz, Sarah Hunt, Liz 
Masters and Bill Scott.  

The Parish Council has considered a planning application for Blacknest Farm, Brimpton 
Common. Feltham Properties are seeking permission to demolish, salvage and rebuild the 
existing buildings to create three live-work units, together with access, landscaping and 
associated works. We have no objections but asked that if permission is granted by WBC, the 
units should be single storey and on the same footprint.  

We have received a letter from SSAFA, the Armed Forces Charity, about plans for the 75th 
anniversary of VE day on 8th May 2020. It was agreed I should contact other local 
organisations to find out what their plans are for the event and report back.  

 

West Berkshire Council have suggested that the Parish Council make a contribution of £570 
towards the public library service. You may recall in 2017 WBC withdrew the mobile library 
from the parish (although it still stops at the Crookham mobile homes); as far as we are aware 
no one benefits from the housebound library service; and some residents in Brimpton 
Common and in the village use Tadley Library, which is provided by Hampshire County 
Council. I have twice asked the officer in charge of libraries in WBC to tell us how many 
registered users of the service there are in the parish and have not received any information. 
It probably won't be a surprise to hear that we have declined to contribute.  

 
In the Public Forum a resident raised a concern about the trees around the solar farm. 21 of 
the trees have died and a promised copse at the east of the site has not been planted. We will 
take this up with the Wasing Estate. 

 
Several residents raised a concern about a new gateway which has been installed on to the 
Brimpton Common byway by the Wasing Estate. We are going to ask a representative from 
the Wasing Estate to attend our July meeting to address residents’ concerns.  
 
Nearly 150 residents now receive my Parish Updates via email. These cover not only the 
activities of the Parish Council, but planning applications, road closures and local events. If 
you would like to join the list, please contact me as shown below. The next Parish Council 
meeting is on Tuesday 2 July, starting at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. Everyone is welcome to 
attend.   
 
John Hicks 
 
john.russet@sky.com 
www.brimptonparish.org.uk 
www.facebook.com/brimpton-parish-council 
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